Advent of Europeans in India
“Trade follows the flag, but sometimes
the flag follows trade.” European initial
pursuit of spices gradually gave way to
territorial conquest, forever altering the
subcontinent's destiny.

Why Europeans Came to India

1. Search for Spices and Luxury
Goods: Example: Portuguese targeted
the Malabar Coast for its spice wealth
(Calicut, Cochin).

2. Breaking the Arab and Venetian
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Example: Diaz and da Gama found the *
sea route to India, bypassing Arab dominance .

3. Economic Ambitions of Mercantilism: Example:
British and Dutch established East India Companies
to monopolize Eastern trade.

4. Navigation Technology: Inventions like the
compass, astrolabe, and caravels enabled long-
distance sea travel. Example:  Portuguese
circumnavigated Africa via the Cape of Good Hope.

5. Competition Among European Powers:
Rivalries encouraged countries like Portugal, Spain,
the Netherlands, France, and Britain to explore new
colonies. Example: Carnatic Wars.
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6. Missionary Zeal and Religious Expansion: Some powers, especially Portugal and
France, aimed to spread Christianity. Example: Jesuit missionaries like Francis Xavier

worked in Goa and South India.

7. Strategic Location of India: Control over Indian ports gave access to trade routes
and neighboring markets like Burma, Ceylon, and the East Indies.

8. Weak Political Unity in India: The decline of the Delhi Sultanate and fragmentation
into regional kingdoms made it easier for foreign powers to enter and gain influence.

Example: Portuguese secured trading rights from the local rulers like the Zamorin of

Calicut.



Portuguese Rule in India

The Portuguese were the first Europeans to arrive in
India, with Vasco da Gama reaching Calicut in 1498.

Their rule laid the foundation for European iR
Lisbon

Vasco da Gama's First Voyage

colonization through maritime dominance, fortified
settlements, and early tfrade monopolies.

Analysis of Portuguese Rule

1. Political Expansion and Establishment of Rule:
Led by Alfonso de Albuquerque, the Portuguese
established key territories through conquests and -~
alliances. Capture of Goa in 1510 became their  Ocean
capital in India. Other possessions: Daman, Diu,
Bassein, Salsette.

Cape of Good Hope

2. Monopoly Over Trade: They sought exclusive control over the spice trade,
introducing the Cartaz system (naval permits).

3. Naval Supremacy and Military Engagements: Example: Victory in the Battle of
Diu (1509) gave them dominance over the Arabian Sea.

4. Religious and Cultural Influence: Spread of Roman Catholicism through
missionary activities and forceful conversions. Example: Francis Xaviers missionary
work in Goa and Tamil Nadu.

5. Architecture and Urban Development: Intfroduced European architectural
styles—churches, forts, and town planning. Example: Basilica of Bom Jesus, Se
Cathedral, and Fort Aguada in Goa.

Decline of Portuguese Power

1. Emergence of Strong European Rivals: Dutch, English, and French challenged
Portuguese monopoly in trade and naval power. Example: The Dutch defeated
Portuguese in the East Indies (Battle of Amboyna, 1623), and the British overtook key
ports in India.

2. Neglect by the Portuguese Crown: Lack of financial and military support led to
weakening of colonial administration.

3. Corruption and Weak Governance: Local Portuguese officials were corrupt and
often acted independently of Lisbon.

4. Small Territorial Base and Limited Army: Unlike the British, Portuguese remained
confined to coastal enclaves like Goa, Daman, and Diu.

5. Religious Intolerance and Goa Inquisition Forced conversions and religious
persecution alienated the local population. Example: Goa Inquisition (1560-1812)
created deep resentment and resistance.
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6. Rising Indian Powers: Resistance from Indian states like the Marathas and
Mughals challenged Portuguese outposts.

Legacy

1. Cash Crop Cultivation: such as Tobacco and cashew crops by Albuquerqque.

2. Printing

Press: Established the first printing

advancing literacy and communication.

press in

Goa in

1556,

3. Architectural and Urban Legacy: Introduced Indo-Portuguese architecture with
Gothic and Baroque influences. Example: Fort Aguada, Old Goa Churches

4. Legal and Administrative Practices: Goa had its own civil code influenced by
Portuguese law, still in force today (Uniform Civil Code of Goa).

5. Linguistic Influence: Introduction of words like “almari,

languages from Portuguese.

Conclusion

n i

sabun,” “balti” in Indian

The Portuguese were not just traders but pathbreakers who brought Europe to Indian
shores, leaving a lasting impact on India's trade, religion, and architecture.

Comparison of Rule Under Various Imperialists

Aspect

1. Time Period

2.
Geographical
Scope

Portuguese
Rule

1498-1961
(Arrival  with
Vasco  da
Gama;
ended with
liberation of
Goa in 196]1)

Mainly Goa,
Daman, Diuy,
Dadra and
Nagar Haveli

British Rule

1600-1947 (East
India Company
to Crown Rule
ended with
Independence)

Indian
subcontinent
including
present-day
India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh

Entire

French Rule

1664-1954
(French East
India  Company
til  de facto
transfer of
territories)
Coastal

settlements:
Pondicherry,

Karaikal, Mahe,
Chandernagore,
Yanam

Dutch Rule in
India

1605-1825
(First  trading
post in

Pulicat; Dutch
exited
formally in
1825 after
Anglo-Dutch
Treaty)

Trading posts
in
Coromandel
Coast
(Pulicat),
Malabar
Coast
(Cochin),
Bengal
(Chinsurah)
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3. Focus of
Rule

4. Resistance
Movements

5. Legacy

6. Religious
Inspiration

7. Maritime
vs. Mainland

Trade
(especially
spices),
missionary
activities
(Jesuit
missions),
military
control

Limited but
notable
uprisings:
Cuncolim
Revolt

(1583), Civil
unrest in
Goa during
nationalist
movements

Portuguese-
style
churches,
Christian
festivals,
Indo-
Portuguese
cuisine, Latin
script in
Konkani

Strong
Catholic
missionary
agenda
(e.g., St.
Francis
Xavier's
mission)

Primarily
maritime;
focused
controlling

on

Economic
exploitation
(drain of
wealth),
permanent
settlement,
plantation
economy (e.g.,
tea, indigo)

Revolt of 1857,
Non-
Cooperation
Movement, Quit
India

Movement,
Azad Hind Fau;

English
education
system,
railways,
administrative
institutions,
democratic

governance
model
Protestant
moral
justification of
imperialism;
(e.g., White

mens’ Burdan)

Deep
penetration
into Indian

mainland

Trade

Wars

and
military outposts;
administrative
presence
commercial
expansion

Resistance

during Carnatic
(with
British), 1946
uprising in
French  Indian

territories

French urban
design
(boulevards,
heritage
buildings),
bilingual
education in
Puducherry

Catholicism

initially, later
influenced by
French

Revolution ideals
(equality,

secularism)

Coastal
dominance with

limited inland

influence except

for

Spice trade,
textile trade,
establishing
trade
monopolies

and posts

Resistance
from rulers like
Travancore
and
competition
with
Portuguese
and British
(e.g., Battle of
Colachel,
1741)

Dutch  trade
networks,
architectural
remnants,
contributions
to Indian
maritime law
and coinage
systems

Protestantism
and Calvinist
values;
primarily
commercial
rather  than
religious
motivation

Primarily
maritime;
trading posts
along the



Indian through  wars, in Carnatic coasts  with

Ocean trade diplomacy, and region focus on spice
via naval alliances islands  and
dominance Southeast

Asian trade

Why Britain Became the Dominant European Power in India

In 1612, Mughal Emperor Jahangir granted permission to Sir Thomas Roe, the envoy of
King James | of England, to establish a British factory in Surat. This marked the humble
beginning of British presence in India, which would eventually grow into a sprawling
colonial empire.

1. Strong Organizational Structure of the East India Company: Example: The
Company had a clear administrative hierarchy, maintained accounts, and reinvested
profits into expansion.

2. Naval and Military Superiority British navy dominated seas after defeating the
Spanish Armada and later challenged French/Dutch supremacy.

3. Defeat of Major European Rivals: British defeated French in the Carnatic Wars
(1746-1763), ending French political ambitions in India. Example: Battle of Wandiwash
(1760) was a turning point that crushed French hopes in India.

4. Exploitation of Indian Political Fragmentation: Took advantage of the decline of
the Mughals and disunity among Indian rulers. Example: Installed puppet rulers (Mir
Jafar, Mir Qasim) after Battle of Plassey (1757) and Buxar (1764).

5. Economic Strength and Industrial Revolution: Better weapons, manufactured
goods, and logistics gave the British edge over rivals.

6. Superior Diplomacy and Divide-and-Rule Policy: Treaty of Allahabad (1765) gave
British the Diwani rights of Bengal; Subsidiary Alliance policy weakened Indian states
further.

7. Efficient Revenue and Administrative System: Introduced new systems like
Permanent Settlement which ensured stable revenue.
8. Control Over Strategic Territories: Control over Bengal (after 1757), Bombay
(given as dowry in 1661), and Madras (1639) created a powerful triangular base.

9. Relatively Weaker Position of Other Europeans: Portuguese were limited to Gog;
Dutch focused on Indonesia; French lacked naval reinforcements and state support.

Britain combined military power with calculated diplomacy and institutional strength
to outlast and outmaneuver all rivals in India. It wasn't just conquest — it was a
corporate empire built with precision and patience.
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Conclusion
What began as commercial curiosity soon turned into imperial conquest, reshaping
India's destiny for centuries.

The advent of Europeans reminds us that economic ambitions, left unchecked, can
evolve into political subjugation — a lesson in vigilance for modern sovereign states.
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