Origin of the
About

e Aland's name isiits first story — and Assam’s story has been told in many tongues,
from the Sanskrit of ancient epics to the chronicles of Ahom kings and British

gazetteers.

Various Names of Assam

Various names of Assam

Name

Pragjyotishpur

Kamaripa

Assam

Conclusion

e The names Pragjyotishpur, Kamrupa, and Assam are not mere designations, but
symbols of Assam'’s layered past—from mythological glory to cultural assimilation
and political resilience. In these names lies the chronicle of a civilization that is

Meaning / Origin Theories

Theory 1: As per Kalika Purana, Brahma
made the first calculation of stars here —
hence “City of Eastern Astrology” (Prag =
east, Jyotish = astrology).

Theory 2: Chinese traveller Cho-Theoin
established three centres — Uttar Zuthis
(Afghanistan), Madhya Zuthis (Bareilly),
and Prag Zuthis (Assam). Prag Zuthis
evolved into “Pragjyotishpur”.

Theory 1: From Gopatha Brahmana — the
place where Kamadeva regained his form
(Rupa) after being burnt by Shiva.

Theory 2: Derived from “Kamrut” — a
Santhal word for stars.

Theory 3: Associated with the worship of
Goddess Kamakhya in this region.

Theory 1: From Sanskrit “Asama” — uneven
terrain or unequalled.

Theory 2: From “Acham” — a term for the
Ahoms meaning undefeated/conquerors.

Theory 3: From “Hachom” — a Bodo word
meaning low land.

both ancient and timeless.

Historical / Cultural
Context & Example

Mentioned in
Mahabharata  and
Kalika Purana as the
capital  of  King
Bhagadatta's
kingdom.

Prominent in Gupta-

era inscriptions;
capital at
Pragjyotishpur

Name  popularised
during Ahom rule
(1228-1826 CE),
recorded in Persian
chronicles, and
anglicised by the

British post-Treaty of
Yandaboo (1826).
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Legend of Narakasura

About
Some kings are remembered for their glory, others for their fall — Narakasura's
tale in Assam is a blend of both, where myth, history, and faith converge.

Sources and Divine Origin
e Found in Mahabharata, Harivamsa, Kalika Purana, and other Puranas.

e Son of Prithvi (Earth Goddess) and Varaha (Vishnu's boar avatar) - called
Bhauma.

e Nearly all ancient Assam dynasties claimed descent from him for political
legitimacy.
Insight: This divine genealogy mirrors a wider Indian pattern where rulers claimed

descent from gods to unify diverse subjects.

Early Life and Rise to Power
e Raised by King Janaka of Videha; nursed by Goddess Katyayani.

e Left Videha with followers and Vishnu's blessings.
o Defeated Kirata king Ghatakasura; established rule over Pragjyotisha.

Insight: This reflects the Sanskritisation process — integrating tribal polities into a
Brahmanical framework.

Rule and Cultural Contributions
e Built and fortified Pragjyotishpur.

o Possibly infroduced Sakti worship in Pragjyotisha.

o Associated with Tantrik rituals.

e Vishnu connection shows early Vaishnava-Sakta synthesis in Assam.
o Initially a just ruler; later influenced by Banasura of Sonitpur.

Decline and Arrogance
e Tried to marry Goddess Kamakhya; legend of Kukurakata (temple road
construction overnight).

e Denied Sage Vasistha entry to Kamakhya temple.

e Stole divine freasures — Varuna's umbrella, Aditi’s earrings.

¢ Krishna invaded, Krishna's horses rested at Aswaklanta. Killed Naraka.
o Naraka Chaturdashi (Diwali eve) marks his defeat by Krishna.

e Krishna installed Bhagadatta as king.
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Conclusion
o The legend of Narakasura intricately intertwines mythology, religious symbolism,
and dynastic politics, crafting a foundational lore for Assam’s cultural and
political heritage.

King Bhagadatta
About
e The naming of a new bridge in Guwahati after King Bhagadatta, son of
Narakasura and ruler of ancient Pragjyotisha-Kamarupa, is more than an act of
urban branding — it is a conscious revival of Assam’s early historical memory.

Role in the Mahabharata War
e Gave his daughter Bhanumati in marriage to Duryodhana of the Kauravas. So,
Fought on the side of the Kauravas.

o His family connections with the Kurus explain his role in the Mahabharata war.
o Cadlled the “mighty king of the Mlechchhas”, “not inferior to Indra in battle”.

o Famous for his mighty war elephant, Supratika, which caused havoc on the
battlefield.

o The Kalinga army was also placed under him.
o Referred to as Sailalaya, Parvatapati, and Purvasagaravasi in the epic.

o Despite his old age, displayed remarkable bravery and once rescued
Duryodhana from Bhima during the Kurukshetra war.

o Fought Arjuna continuously for eight days, creating fear among the Pandava
army.

e Krishna advised Arjuna to cut Bhagadatta’s forehead cloth before striking him,
which led to his death.

Significance
1. Represents the martial tradition of Assam, especially elephant warfare.

2. Seen as a symbol of loyalty and courage, even though he fought against
Krishna and Arjuna.

3. Modern Assam commemorates him—such as the naming of Bhagadatta
Flyover in Guwahati—to celebrate regional heroes and cultural memory.

Importance of naming of a bridge in Guwahati after Bhagadatta
1. Reviving Historical Memory

o Naming infrastructure after Bhagadatta reintroduces lesser-known regional
heroes into public consciousness.

2. Strengthening Cultural Pride
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e Encourages younger generations to explore local history, literature, and
folklore.

3. Political and Social Messaging

« Signals recognition of indigenous dynasties and their contributions to Indian
civilisation.

4. Tourism and Cultural Economy

e Bridges, parks, and public buildings named after historical figures can become
cultural landmarks, attracting visitors and scholars.

e Creates opportunities for heritage-based storytelling in urban spaces.

Conclusion
o Bhagadatta stands out in Indian epics as a warrior who fought with unmatched
bravery despite age. His story connects Assam'’s ancient dynasties with pan-
Indian traditions, shaping regional identity and pride even today.

Prehistory of Assam

About
e Prehistoric findings in Assam highlight a distinct regional culture, setting it apart
from the broader Indian subcontinent.

Cord Marked Pottery Incised Pottery

Hand axe

Quartzite hand
axes

Cleavers - Microlithic blades

Flake tool

Ll
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Menhirs

Chronological Framework
Period Approx.
Date

Paleolithic c. 2 .
million -
10,000
BCE

Mesolithic c. 10,000
- 4,000
BCE

Neolithic c.4,000- o

1,000 BCE

Major
Sites

Dolmenoid cists

Archaeological

Garo Hills
(Meghalaya) -
Quartzite hand-axes,
cleavers, scrapers
from river terraces.

Lohit River terraces
(Arunachal) - Flake
tools, evidence of
open-air habitation.

Khangkhuti cave
(Ukhrul, Manipur
border) - Stone tools
+ faunal remains.
Khasi-Jaintia Hills -
Microlithic blades,
scrapers; rock art with
geometric and animal
motifs.

Karbi Anglong &
North Cachar Hills -
Microliths  in  hilltop
habitations

Daojali Hading (Dima
Hasao) - Discovered
1961-63 by [Kes
Sharma:

Comparative Note

Soan
but
hill

Similar  to
culture tools
adapted  to
terrain.

with
microlithic cultures
of Central India but
with raw
materials.

Parallels

local

Strong SE Asian
link; absent in
Harappan or
Gangetic Neolithic.

Ll
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Chalcolithic/Early
Metal Age

c. 1,000 - .
500 BCE

Distinctive Features

o Shouldered
adzes, chisels.

celts,

o Cord-marked &
incised pottery.

o Mortars, pestles,
querns.

o Jadeite  artefacts
(rare  in  Indig,

common in SE Asial).

o Furnace & slag -
early metallurgy.

Sarutaru (Kamrup) -

Ground stone tools,
pottery, habitation
evidence.

Selbagiri (Garo Hills)
= Polished celts,
grinding stones.

North Cachar Hills:
Early iron smelting;
copper artefacts rare.

Metal use overlaps

with megalithic
traditions in
Meghalaya.

1. Tool Typology - Shouldered celts/adzes uncommon in mainland India; match

SE Asian forms.

2. Pottery Tradition - Cord-marked pottery links Assam to Myanmar-Thailand-

Laos Neolithic.

3. Subsistence Pattern - Tools for jhum cultivation, forest clearance, tuber

processing.

4. Settlement Choice - Hill-ridge /terrace sites, unlike riverine plains of Gangetic

Neolithic.

5. Trade/Exchange - Jadeite suggests long-distance contact with SE Asia.

6. Ritual Continuity - Ground celts revered as “thunderstones” in later folk

traditions.

Cultural Significance

1. Bridge Culture - Assam as a meeting point of South & Southeast Asian

prehistoric traditions.

L
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2. Local Adaptation - Technology suited to monsoon forests, bamboo-rich
ecology.
3. Continuity - Tribal communities still use similar agricultural tools/pottery styles.
4. ldentity Marker - Distinct from Harappan or Gangetic Neolithic; unique
prehistoric trajectory.
5. Symbolism - Cord-marking may have aesthetic or ritual meaning beyond utility.
Conclusion

The Prehistory of Assam, though understudied, reveals a distinct and vibrant
cultural trajectory marked by Southeast Asian affinities, localized innovations,
and enduring ritual landscapes.

Megalithic Culture in Assam

About

Assam’s megalithic tradition is unique in
India for its stone jar burials — a practice
otherwise seen only in parts of Laos and
Indonesia. The region’s megalithism is both
archaeological (ancient, abandoned sites)
and living (still practised by some tribal
groups), making it a rare case of cultural

continuity.

Geographical Spread

1.

Dima Hasao (North Cachar Hills) - Core zone of stone jar sites: Derebore,
Kobak, Kartong, Molongpa, Ndunglo, Bolasan (Nuchubunglo).

Karbi Anglong - Standing stones and memorial platforms for clan leaders.

Goalpara & Bongaigaon - Cairn circles and menhirs linked to Rabha and Garo
traditions.

Sonitpur & Udalguri - Dolmen-like structures in tribal belts.

Assam-Meghalaya border - Tiwa and Khasi communities share megalithic
customs.

Types of Megaliths in Assam

A. Sepulchral (Burial)

Stone jars:

o Tall, cylindrical or partially buried sandstone jars, some up to 3 m high
and 2 m wide.

o Some plain, others with decorative carvings.
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o Likely used for secondary burials — skeletal remains placed after
decomposition elsewhere.

e Cairn circles: Stone circles marking burial peripheries.

o Dolmenoid cists: Box-shaped stone burial chambers (rare in Assam).
B. Non-Sepulchral (Commemorative)

e Menhirs: Upright stones to honour ancestors or commemorate events.

e Memorial platforms: Built during feasts of merit to mark social status.

Archaeological Highlights
o First recorded: 1929 by British civil servants J.P. Mills & J.H. Hutton in six Dima
Hasao sites.

e Recent discoveries:
o 2016 - Two new jar sites.

o 2020 - NEHU team identified four more sites; Nuchubunglo alone has
546 jars, the largest such site in the world.

e Morphological parallels: Similar jars in Laos and Indonesia; typological
similarities suggest a shared cultural zone in prehistory.

o Dating clues: Laos jars dated to late 2nd millennium BCE; Assam jars possibly
of similar antiquity.

e Mortuary evidence: In Laos, jars associated with human skeletal remains; in
Assam, further excavation needed to confirm.

Ethnographic Continuity

¢ Communities: Tiwa, Karbi, Bodo, Khasi, Garo still erect memorial stones.
¢ Functions:

o Clan solidarity - reinforces kinship bonds.

o Territorial markers - demarcate land or village boundaries.

o Feasts of merit - stone erection linked to social prestige and communal
feasting.

o Belief systems: Blend of animist ancestor worship and modern religious
practices.

Cultural Significance
. Mortuary Practices - Stone jars and cairns linked to complex burial rituals,
possibly involving secondary interment.

2. Social Organisation - Large megaliths imply coordinated communal labour
and possibly stratified leadership.
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Identity & Heritage - Continuity of megalithism asserts ethnic identity and
ancestral respect.

Trans-regional Links - Parallels with Laos and Indonesia point to ancient
migration or trade routes across the Indo-Myanmar corridor.

Archaeological Uniqueness - No parallel in mainland India apart from the
Northeast.

Conclusion

From the towering sandstone jars of Dima Hasao to the memorial stones of Karbi
Anglong, Assam’s megalithic culture bridges the prehistoric past with living
tradition — a testament to the region’s role as a cultural crossroads between
South and Southeast Asia.

Sources of Ancient History of Assam

About

Understanding Assam’s ancient past relies on a mix of literary records,
archaeological evidence, and epigraphic materials.

Epigraphic Sources

Features

Found engraved on copper plates, stone slabs, rocks, pillars, caves, clay
seals, and temples.

Language: Mostly Sanskrit.
Scripts: Early Brahmi (North Indian variety), later Nagari/Devanagari.

Dating: Many undated; some use Gupta Era or Saka Era.

Major Inscriptions & Information

Ruler / Dynasty Important Key Information

Inscriptions
Bhutivarman Badaganga Performed Asvamedha yajna.
(Varman) epigraph
Bhaskaravarman Dubi, Nidhanpur, Varman genealogy; grants to Brahmins;
(Varman) Nalanda seals horse sacrifices; military feats of

Mahendravarman.

Harjaravarman Hayunthal Succession details; naval strength.
(Salastambha) (Tezpur)
Balavarman Il Nagaon grant Religious austerities of Vanamala
(Salastambha) Varman.
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Ratnapala (Pala) Bargaon, Origin of Salastambhas; fortification of
Sualkuchi Durjaya.
Gopala (Pala) Gachtal Dynastic continuity.

Other important references

. Allahabad Prashasti (Samudragupta) - Mentions Kamarupa as a frontier
state.

2. Pashupati epigraph (Nepal) - Alliance of Harshadeva of Kamarupa with
Nepalese ruler.

3. Samangad epigraph (Rashtrakuta Dantidurga) - Conflicts with Western
Chalukyas.

4. Kamauli grant (Vaidyadeva) - Local governance and administration.

Significance of Epigraphy

1. Chronology & Origin: Establish dynastic timelines (e.g., Varmans traced to
Naraka).

2. Genealogy: Confirms succession and kinship.

3. Military & Diplomacy: Victories, alliances, and conflicts.

4. Religion & Society: Land grants, yajnas, temples.

5. Administration: Titles, territorial divisions, governance patterns.

Literary Sources
A. Vedic & Epic Literature

1. Satapatha Brahmana, Aitareya Brahmana - Aryan expansion eastward.
2. Gopatha Brahmana - Explains origin of “Kdmartpa”.
3. Mahabharata - References to Pragjyotisha, Naraka, and Bhagadatta.

B. Puranic & Tantric Texis

o Kalika Purana, Yogini Tantra - Political geography; division of Kamarupa into
Ratnapitha, Bhadrapitha, Saumarpitha, Kamapitha.

C. Assamese Chronicles
e Hara-Gauri Sambad - Genealogies, fourfold division of Kamarupa.
e Hara-Gauri Bilasa - Ancient geography of Assam.

E. Classical Sanskrit Literature
o Arthasastra (Kautilya) - Mentions Kamarupa's political role.

e Raghuvamsa (Kalidasa) - Royal links with Kamarupa.

10
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o Dasakumaracarita (Dandin) - Marriage alliances.
e Harsacarita (Bana) - Bhaskaravarman's reign.
e Mudraraksasa (Visakhadatta) - Mentions Avantivarman of Kamarupa.

Foreign Accounts

Chinese Sources
o Xuanzang (Hiuen Tsang, 7th c. CE) - Si-yu-ki describes:
o Kamarupa 710,000 li circuit (71,700 miles).
o Capital "30 li (75 miles).
o People simple, honest; yellowish complexion, short stature.
o Cultivated jackfruit, coconut; temperate climate.

o Bhaskaravarman (Brahmin caste), no faith in Buddha, but patronised
Buddhist envoys.

e Chinese Envoys - Missions from Kalyanavarman & Bhaskaravarman; cultural
exchanges (e.g., Sanskrit translation of Tao-teh-king).

Nepalese Sources

o Pashupati epigraph - Marriage alliance between Harshadeva of Kamarupa
and Jayadeva Il of Nepal.

Importance of These Sources

1. Multi-dimensional Reconstruction - Political, social, religious, and economic
life.

2. Cross-verification - Inscriptions validate epics and foreign accounts.

3. Cultural Identity - Shows Assam’s distinctiveness yet integration with Indian
civilization.

4. Geopolitical Role - Confirms Assam’s role as a frontier state and cultural
bridge between South Asia and Southeast Asia.

Conclusion
e The sources of ancient history of Assam reveal Assam as a land of mythic
genealogies, dynastic power, cross-cultural linkages, and unique
religious traditions, firmly placing it within the wider Indian and Asian
historical framework.

Varman Dynasty

About
o The Varman dynasty (c. 355-650 CE) was the first historical ruling house of
Kamarupa, marking Assam'’s transition from myth to recorded history. Founded

11
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by Pushyavarman with the capital of Pragjyotishpura, leaving a legacy of
political unity and cultural vitality.

Key Achievements & Contributions
A. Political & Military

o Early phase: Subordinate to Guptas; gradual assertion of independence.
o Kalyanavarman: Annexation of Davaka — unification of Brahmaputra valley.
e Mahendravarman: Ashvamedha yajnas signalled sovereignty.
o Bhaskaravarman:
o Defeated Sasanka of Gauda with Harsha's support.

o Extended control over Sylhet, Tripura, parts of Bengal, Nalanda
region.

o Controlled Bengal's sea route to China; eastern borders touched Burma
and China.

o Called “King of Eastern India” in Chinese sources.
B. Diplomatic
e Marriage alliances:
o Balavarman I's daughter to Kashmir's Meghavahana.
o Kalyanavarman: Mission to China.

o Bhaskaravarman: Close friendship with Harshavardhana; exchanged envoys
with Tang China; requested Sanskrit translation of Lao-tse's Tao-teh-king.

C. Cultural & Religious
o Patronage to Brahmins — large-scale land grants (Nidhanpur, Dubi plates).
e Promotion of Sanatana Dharma; compared to King Sivi for charity.

o Nalanda seals confirm patronage to Buddhist institutions despite personal
adherence to Hinduism.

D. Administration
o Title: Maharajadhiraja

o Efficient governance = even during Bhaskaravarman'’s prolonged absence in
Harsha's court, no rebellion recorded.

e Revenue used for dharmic purposes and public welfare.

Significance of the Varmans

1. Political Unification - First dynasty to consolidate most of Brahmaputra Valley.

12
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2. Cultural Bridge - Linked Assam with North India, Bengal, Kashmir, and
Southeast Asia.

3. Diplomatic Prestige - Recognised as a major eastern power in Chinese and
Indian courts.

4. Golden Age - Bhaskaravarman’s reign marked high point of Kamarupad's
political and cultural influence.

5. Chronological Marker - Beginning of Bhaskarabda Era (594 CE), still used
officially in Assam.

Decline
o After Bhaskaravarman'’s death (650 CE), his immediate successor Avantivarman
was deposed by Salastambha, marking the rise of the Mlechchha
(Salastambha) dynasty.

Conclusion
e The Varman dynasty laid the foundation of historical Assam, bringing
political unity and cultural vibrancy.

Mlechcha (Salastambha) Dynasty

About
o The Mlechchha or Salastambha dynasty (c. 655-990 CE) marked the transition
of Assam’s polity from the Aryanised Varman rule to a ftribal-integrated
kingdom. Founded by Salastambha of Mech origin, it flourished from its capital
at Haruppeswara (Tezpur) for over three centuries, leaving a strong political and
cultural imprint.

Political & Military Achievements

Salastambha
e Integrated tribal chiefs with Brahmaputra plains polity.
Sri Harshadeva (Harsha / Harshavarman)

e Marriage alliance: Daughter Rajyamati married i
Jayadeva ll of Nepal (Pashupati epigraph).

e Territorial expansion: Conquered Gauda, Odra,
Kalinga, Kosala, parts of Magadha.

o Extent of empire:
o East - Sadiya
o West - Ayodhya
o North - Himalayas

o South - Ganjam & Bay of Bengal

13
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Considered the climax of Assam’s military glory, extending influence over
large parts of eastern & northern India.

Harjaravarman

Took imperial titles (Maharajadhiraja).
Built the Hetuka Sulin temple at Haruppeswara.

Excavated Harjarapukhuri tank at Tezpur, showing urban planning.

Administration & Society

1.

2.

3.

Monarchical system with strong central authority.

Integrated tribal elements into governance, blending Aryan and non-Aryan
traditions.

Capitals like Haruppeswara were politico-religious centres.

Religion & Culture

Predominantly Shaivite, with continued land grants to Brahmins (process of
Sanskritisation).

Temple-building & tank excavation indicate growth of urban-religious
architecture.

Marriage alliances with Nepal and others fostered cultural exchange.

Some influence of Tantricism and fertility cults persisted from earlier
traditions.

Decline

Decline began after Harjaravarman due to internal strife and weak rulers.
Tyagasingha (c. 970-990 CE), last ruler, died without an heir.

Ministers elected Brahmapala, marking the rise of the Pala dynasty of
Kamarupa.

Significance

1.

Political Transition - Marked the shift from Aryanized Varmans to tribal-
integrated rule.

. Military Zenith - Under Sri Harsha, Kamarupa reached its largest territorial

extent.

Religious Development - Promotion of Shaivism and Tantric practices;
construction of temples and tanks.

Diplomatic Networks - Ties with Nepal, Bengal, Kalinga, and China.

Cultural Legacy - Integration of tribal and Aryan elements shaped the distinet
identity of Assam’s polity and religion.
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Conclusion
o The Mlechchha (Salastambha) dynasty symbolised the fusion of tribal vigour
with Sanskritic state traditions, bringing Assam to its political zenith under Sri
Harsha. Their legacy laid the foundation for the rise of the Pala dynasty and
enriched Assam'’s distinct cultural identity.

Pala Dynasty

About
o The Pala dynasty (c. 990-1138 CE) was the last great ruling house of ancient
Kamarupa, founded by Brahmapala after the fall of the Mlechchhas. It marked
a phase of political consolidation and rich cultural patronage, especially under
rulers like Ratnapala and Dharmapala.

Political & Military Achievements
Brahmapala

o Elected ruler — shows flexibility in political traditions.
e Re-established order after tribal-dynastic instability.
Ratnapala
o Adopted titles Parameswara, Paramabhattaraka, Maharajadhiraja.
e Defeated Rajyapala of Gauda (confirmed in Gopala’s records).
o Fortified Hadapyaka and renamed it Durjaya (“Impregnable”).
o Durjaya described in inscriptions as wealthy, vibrant, and culturally advanced.
o Expanded diplomacy, trade, and temple construction.
Indrapala
e Marriage alliance with Rashtrakutas (Rajyadevi).
o Possibly subdued Gauda and Vanga with Deccan support.
o Assumed 32 birudas (titles) — reflected prestige and ambition.
Gopala
e Continued Deccan linkages.
o Stable reign with no major disruptions.
Dharmapala
e Patronised Kalika Purana — codified Kamakhya legends and pithas.
e Shifted capital to Kamarupanagara.

Jayapala

15



o Defeated by Ramapala of Bengal (71120s).

o After his fall, Bengal's governors (Timgyadeva, later Vaidyadeva) ruled semi-
independently.

Administration & Society
o Followed mandala polity — had to subdue feudatory chiefs frequently.

o Land grants to Brahmins and temples strengthened Sanskritisation.
o Capitals served as centres of politics, economy, and culture.
e Matrimonial alliances used for diplomacy (e.g., with Rashtrakutas).

Religion & Culture

o Predominantly Shaivite, but also supported Vaishnavism and Shaktism.
e Kalika Purana under Dharmapala — key for Assam's religious geography.

e Temples, tanks, and urban centres flourished — inscriptions describe Durjaya as
Mount Kailasa on earth.

e Patronised poets, scholars, and religious preceptors, promoting learning.

Decline
o Weak successors and feudal assertiveness weakened the dynasty.

o Jayapala’s defeat by Ramapala of Bengal ended Pala sovereignty.

o Bengal governors (Timgyadeva, Vaidyadeva) briefly ruled Kamarupa before
asserting independence.

e Resulted in fragmentation into smaller states: Kamata, Chutia, Kachari, and
the Baro-Bhuyan confederacy.

Significance
1. Last Unified Dynasty - The Palas were the final rulers of a unified Kamarupa.

2. Political High Point - Ratnapala’s reign marked a strong phase of power and
stability.

3. Cultural Contributions - Patronage of Kalika Purana and temple building
enriched Assam’s spiritual identity.

4. Bridge to Medieval Assam - Their fall paved the way for medieval polities like
the Chutiyas, Kacharis, and Baro-Bhuyans.

Conclusion
e The Pala dynasty of Kamarupa (990-1138 CE) represented the last phase of
unified ancient Assam, blending political power with cultural patronage. Its
decline marked the ftransition to medieval Assam, defined by fragmented
polities and new regional identities.
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Administration in Ancient Assam

About
o The administrative system of ancient Assam was a unique blend of monarchical
authority, tribal traditions, and Brahmanical influence. Inscriptions, literary
texts, and foreign accounts reveal a governance model that combined political
centralisation with local autonomy.

Central Administration
1. Monarchy as the Norm

o King = supreme authority with titles like Maharajadhiraja, Parameswara,
Parama-bhattaraka.

o Considered divine ruler, tracing descent from Vishnu or Naraka.

o Generally hereditary, but in crises ministers could elect a king (e.g.,
Brahmapala).

2. Role of the King
o Protector of people & dharma; patron of Brahmins, learning, and arts.

o Personally supervised administration; accessible to subjects (e.g.,
Bhaskaravarman, Harjaravarman).

o Performed rituals like Ashvamedha yajna to assert sovereignty.
3. Council of Ministers
o Included Sachivas, Amatyas, Mantrins — mostly hereditary Brahmins.

o Key officers: Rajaguru (royal guide), Bhisaka (physician), Mahapratihara
(chief chamberlain), Mahadvaradhipati(palace guard).

o Five top “Maha” officers: Mahasamanta, Mahamatya, Mahasainyapati,
Mahapratihara, Mahadvaradhipati.

4. Succession Practices
o Yuvargja (crown prince) assisted in rule (e.g., Vanamala).
o Voluntary abdication common (e.g., Vanamala, Brahmapala).

Local Administration
1. Territorial Divisions

o Bhukti - Largest unit (province).
o Mandala - Subdivision of bhukti.
o Vishaya (district) - Headed by Vishayapati.

o Village (Grama) - Basic unit, run by headman & council of elders.
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o Smaller units: Pataka (part of a village), Konchi (caste-based
settlement), Palli (hamlet).

2. Features
o Local units had little autonomy; directly under royal shasanas (orders).

o Offices: Nyayakamika (judicial), Vyavaharika (executive), Kayastha
(record-keeper).

3. Urban Centres

o Capitals  like  Pragjyotishpura, Durjaya, = Haruppeswara,
Kamarupanagara flourished.

o Features: fortifications, palaces, temples, tanks, gardens, roads.
o Hubs of trade, learning, and culture.

Administration of Justice

1. Framework

o Based on Hindu Dharmashastras; royal orders (shasanas) had force of
law.

o King = supreme judge; rulers described as “abodes of justice.”
2. Judicial Officials

o Dharmadhikara - Chief judge.

o Nyayakamika - Legal officer.

o Vyavaharika - Judicial administrator.

o Dandika, Dandapasika - Magistrates, executors of punishments.

o Chauruddharanika / Chata-bhata - Police and law enforcers.
3. Procedures & Punishments

o Common punishment: fines; other penalties less recorded.

o Frequent disputes: land boundaries, property rights.

Revenue Administration
1. Sources of Revenue

o Land revenue (Kara) - paid in cash or kind.

o Occasional taxes - Uparikara, Utkhetana.

o Duties & levies - on boats, sulka (tolls), fishermen'’s produce.
o Income from copper mines (e.g., Bargaon grant).

o Tribute from feudatories.

18

SuchitraACS



2. Land System

o Types: Kshetra (arable), Khila (waste), Vastu (residential), Apakristabhumi
(inferior).

o Tenure: Both individual and collective.
3. Crants
o Brahmadeya: Revenue-free land to Brahmins.
o Ekabhoga, Ganabhoga: To one or multiple donees.
o Devottara, Dharmottara: To temples and religious institutions.
o Boundaries marked by natural features; supervised by Simapradatta.

Military Organisation
1. Structure

o Chaturanga Bala: elephants, cavalry, infantry, navy.
o Elephants = main striking force (abundant in Assam).
o Horses imported from Tibet and Kamboja.

o Naval strength significant; inscriptions mention fleets (e.g.,
Bhaskaravarman'’s flotilla).

2. Officers & Units
o Mahasenapati, Senadhyaksha, Baladhyaksha.
o Naubandhaka, Naurajjuka - supervised navy.
3. Tactics & Defence
o Guerrilla warfare, ambushes, and naval battles common.
o Forts built in hills, forests, riversides for defence.

o Urban forts like Durjaya and Haruppeswara symbolised military and
political strength.

Diplomatic Relations
1. Feudatory Relations (Mandala Theory)

o Kings followed Kautilya’s mandala concept.
o Feudatories: Mahasamanta, Mahamandaleswara, Rajaputra, Ranaka.

o Obligations: Pay tribute, supply troops, attend royal ceremonies,
maintain loyalty.

2. Matrimonial Alliances

o Amritaprabha (Varman princess) married Meghavahana of Kashmir.
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o Rajyamati (Harshadeva's daughter, Mlechchha dynasty) married
Jayadeva Il of Nepal.

o Indrapala (Pala ruler) married Rashtrakuta princess Rajyadevi.
3. Foreign Contacts

o China: Kalyanavarman sent mission (428 CE); Bhaskaravarman
exchanged envoys with Tang court.

o Nepal: Strong ties through marriage alliances (Pashupati epigraph).
o Tibet: Cultural links through Buddhism and trade.

o Burma: Trade & political interactions; later migration of Ahoms from
Upper Burma.

Significance of Administration in Ancient Assam
1. Political Stability - Monarchs combined hereditary rule with flexibility (e.g.,
election of Brahmapala).

2. Integration of Cultures - Tribal chiefs and Aryan traditions blended in
governance.

3. Religious Statecraft - Shaivism, Vaishnavism, and Shaktism flourished under
royal patronage.

4. Strong Military & Diplomacy - Kamarupa projected power up to Bengal,
Nepal, and China.

5. Urban & Cultural Development - Capitals like Pragjyotishpur, Durjaya, and
Tezpur became hubs of trade, learning, and art.

Conclusion
e The administration of ancient Assam laid the foundations for a distinct regional
identity while connecting Assam with the larger Indian and Southeast Asian
world.
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